SOCIAL FACT
FUTURES SHEET

Housing and Homelessness in Northern Rivers 21 June 2022

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land where we live and work and their continuing connection to land, water, sea and
community. We pay respects to Australia's First Peoples, to their unique and diverse cultures, and to Elders past, present and future.

Inclusion is about the actions we take every day. We welcome, support, and celebrate diversity

Housing stress

Housing stress is high in the Northern Rivers. Among the lowest 40% of household incomes, 13.2% were paying more
than 30% of their gross weekly income on housing costs (16,179 households), compared to 11.7% for NSW and 11.4%
for Australia {2016 Census). Housing stress is very high among renter households in Northern Rivers ot 38.8%
compared to 28.4% for NSW and 28% for Australia.

Local Government Area Rental stress Mortgage stress Total housing stress
(LGA) # % # % # %
Balling 1,169 36.0 478 1.1 2160 12.3
Byron 1409 38.7 502 15.3 1915 14.2
Clarence Valley 2,075 397 706 12.3 2777 12.8
Kyogle - - - - - -
Lismore 252 40.6 645 12.7 2571 14.7
Richmond Valley - - - - - -
Tweed 3,745 38.7 1287 12.8 5,031 13.1
Northern Rivers' 12,070 38.6 4,105 15.0 16,179 15.2
Regional NSW Q0,807 325 29,669 2.8 120,464 1.4
NSW 238,583 28.4 85,559 10.1 324150 n.7
Australia 729,709 28.0 284,567 %9 1,074 642 1.4

2021 analysis on renter households found 68.7% in the Page Electorate and 44.6% in the Richmond Electorate were
in financial stress’. These data ond reports from community service providers suggest many households who were
in financial stress in the Richmond Electorate communities of Tweed, Byron and Ballina have already been
squeezed out of these rental markets. Increasingly, essential workers cannot afford to rent in regional
communities. This is putting Northern Rivers' workforce and communities at risk™

Private rental market availability

The average monthly rental vacancy rate for the Northern Rivers over the twelve months to February 2022 was 0.8
per cent . This creates a very competitive market comparead to Sydney where the average monthly vacancy rate
was 3.04 per cent. There is substantial pressure in regional housing markets across NSW with an average vacancy
rate of 0.95 per cent across all regional markets surveyed®. Net internal migration for regional NSW increased from
6,021 persons in 2019 10 12,691in 2020, Richmond-Tweed recorded the third highest increase in listing views across
Australia {(March-Sept 2020).

Every year the Anglicare Rental Affordability Snapshot analyses dwellings advertised for rent in locations ccross
Australia and reports on their affordability and suitability for low-incorme households on defined fixed incomes. In
North Coast NSW (Tweed to Port Macquarie) 354 properties were advertised for rent on the snapshot weekend of
26 March 2021. Of the properties advertised and included in the snapshot:

o only T properties (3%} were suitable for a couple on the aged pension without placing them in housing stress
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https://everybodyshome.com.au/financial-stress-map-new-south-wales/
https://www.reinsw.com.au/Web/Members/Property_data/Vacancy_Rates_Survey.aspx
https://www.abs.gov.au/media-centre/media-releases/net-migration-regions-highest-record
https://www.realestate.com.au/insights/rea-insights-regional-australia-report-2020/
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no property was suitable for a couple both on Newstart Allowance with two children?

four properties were suitable for ¢ single person the Age Pension

one property was suitable for a single person aged over 21 years on Disability Support Pension

no properties were suitable for single parent on minimum wage with Family Tax Benefit A and B with two
children®

44, properties (12%) were suitable for o couple on minimum wage with Family Tax Benefit A and B with two
children®, down from 205 properties in the 2020 shapshot.

7 properties (2%) were suitable for single person on minimum wage

no properties at all were found to be suitakle for single parent households eon Single Parenting Payment or
Newstart Allowance™

no properties were suitable for a single person on the Newstart Allowance or Youth Allowance", including those
on Yeouth Allowance in o share house.

Private rental costs

New bo
weekin

nds lodged during the December quarter 2021in Northern Rivers show median rent ranged from $320 per
Kyogle Shire to $750 in Byron Shire Local Government Areas (LGAs). Sydney (Greater Metro) increased by

just 2.0% from December Quarter 2020 to December 2027, compared to 11.1% for the rest of the NSW and an
average of 16.4% across Northern Rivers LGAs”.

. Greater Rest of : : Richmon | Clarence
Median weekly rent Metro State Ballina Byron Tweed | Lismore | Kyogle d Valley Valley
December Q 2021 $500 $400 $600 $750 | $400 $450 $320 $420 $430
Change (@ 2020 to Q 2021) 2.0% 1% | 20.0% 11.9% | 200% | 233% 67% 20.0% 13.2%

Homelessness Experience of homelessness in 20N 2016
The ABS found 1,494 people were homeless in the Northern Rivers® (Number of Census | Census
Northern Rivers on Census night in 2016 representing 51.5 persons]
persons per 10,000 population; and increase of 194 Homelessness
persons {or 4.6 per 10,000) since the 2011 Census. A “Improvised dwellings, tents, or 2cs, 483
further 1,370 were found in other marginal housing in 2016, sleeping out
including in caravan parks. Supported accommodation for 25E 19
While the 2016 homelessness rate in Northern Rivers is thehomeless
slightly higher than NSW {50.4 per 10,000), the increcse Staying temporarily with other 218 412
: households
from 2011 is lower than for NSW (10.7 per 10,000). - = =
. . Crain ouses

Highest numbers were counted in Tweed {444}, Byron Sthor teg:n S — > -
{327), Lismore (309) and Clarence Valley (230) LGAS". | porary ocg 9",
While the Northern Rivers only represents 4% of the NSW In severely crowded dwe‘l”gs 197 192
population the region recorded 18.7% of the State’s rough | Tetal homeless persons 1,300 1494
sleepers® fup from 18.4% in 2077). Other marginal housing
It is important to note that despite improvements in Other _cro‘”d?d dWE”'”[@JS 483 513
enumeration strategies homelessnass is likely to be under | Otherimprovised dwellings 99 224
counted in the Australian Census of Population and Marginally housed in caravan 900 633
Housing, particularly armorg Aboriginal cormimunities. parks
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NSW Government’s street count in February 2022
identified 357 people experiencing street homelessnessin
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Northern Rivers (30% of the total for NSW and more than Sydney)™. Highest numbers of people were counted in
Byron Bay” {(138), Tweed (127) and Lismore {48) local government areas.

Tenure

The Northern Rivers recorded high levels of home ownership in the 2016 Census with 44,320 occupied private
dwellings {40.1%) being owned outright {32.2% for NSW). Low proportions of Northern Rivers occupied private
dwellings were owned with a mortgage ot 28.2% (32.3% for NSW) and rented at 27.5% (31.8% for NSW™.
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https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/facs.statistics/viz/Rentandsales_15565127794310/Rent
https://www.facs.nsw.gov.au/about/reforms/homelessness/premiers-priority-to-reduce-street-homelessness/street-count
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In the Northern Rivers 3,659 households lived in rented social housing (3% compared to 4.2% for Regional NSW and
4.4% for the whole of NSW in 2016".

Social and affordable dwellings

Analysis from UNSW City Futures Research Centre and Everybody's Home (2019} found Australia will need over 1
million new social and affordable homes by 2036. Nearly one third (316,700) of those will be needed in NSW; 99,700
of those outside of Greater Sydney, including in Northern Rivers. In Richmond-Tweed 6,500 social dwellings and
3,500 aoffordable dwellings are needed immediately. A further 3 800 social and 1,600 affordable dwellings are
needed now in Coffs Harbour-Grofton®. Social Futures estimates that prior to the catastrophic floods of
February 2022 Narthern Rivers had o shortfall of 10,000 social housing and 5,000 offordable housing
dwellings.

Dwelling characteristics

Of 124,389 private dwellings counted in the 2016 Census in Northern Rivers 11.1% (13,885} were unoccupied
compared to 9.9% for NSW. Highest rates of unoccupied dwellings were found in Byron Bay (15.3%), Clarence Valley
{13.6%) and Kyogle (14.7%) LGAS™. Find more information about dwelling structure and size in the table on page 3.
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2016 Census of Population and Housing Tweed (A) Richmond Lismaore (C) Balling (A) Byron Bay (A} Clarence Kyogle [A] LGA  Northern Rivers NSW

results LGA \Lfggey (A} LGA LGA LGA Valley (A} LGA

# % # % # % # % # % # % # % # % # %
Cccupled private dwellings 35085 893 3538 91 16188 914 16222 913 MNIA 84T 19,599 864 3528 853 0,534 B8S 24604320 90
Unocoupied private dwelings 4208 107 843 o 156 B& 1549 BT 2057 153 307% 1346 406 147 13,855 1 284741 99
Total private dwellings 39,293 9,381 7,704 7,77 13,431 22,675 £134 124,389 2,882,061
Dwelling structure (Cecupied privare dwelings)
Separcte hayse 22929 454 7179 841 13407 828 TI223 492 9266  BIS 16,821 858 3351 95 84,174 637 1729820 464
Semi-detached, row o terrace house, townhouse ¢ 4491 185 483 57 1543 95 3415 223 8l 72 1,093 5.6 22 0.4 14,061 12.8 FTLET 122
Flot or apartment A5 T &3 T4 754 47 799 49 T3 b4 945 48 &2 18 8,097 T4 519390 199
Other dwelling 1208 34 215 25 393 24 480 3 392 34 595 3 &7 19 3,350 3] 23580 09
Number of bedrooms [Ocoupied private dwellings)
2 badrooms or less 048 289 2049 242 3883 240 3939 242 2967 261 4405 235 977 27.8 28588 205 752,026 289
2 bedrooms 14503 413 3838 449 7142 441 6910 424 5077 446 B9SS 457 1590 452 48015 434 970,001 372
4 or more bedrooms 9413 268 2381 279 4725 292 A%41 304 2990 263 G449 279 84S 24 30,764 27.8 B16A05 313
Number of bedrooms not stoted 1022 29 259 3 453 28 440 27 341 3 570 29 108 31 3193 29 5888 2%
Average number of bedrooms 3 -- 3 -- 31 -- 31 - 3 -- 31 -- 29 - 3 --
Tenure (Occupied private dwellings)
Cwned oLright 4166 404 3297 386 58177 359 4544 4 4150 365 8428 44 1418 458 44,320 4011 BIS665 322
Owned with mortgage 9945 283 2407 282 G067 313 4293 265 3233 285 5259 268 969 274 3073 282 BAODOL 323
Rentad 9413 268 2450 291 4474 289 AGAT 28 3500 308 4975 254 788 223 30,398 275 8269522 3B
Cther tenure type 421 12 0 08 “e 09 231 14 02 09 1 0.4 39 11 1133 10 23548 09
Tenure type not stated 1128 32 279 33 484 3 507 3 377 33 &22 32 121 34 3528 32 73743 28
Household structure (Occupied private dwelings)
Family households 23650 &7.4 LIB4 &77 10472 659 T0GT  £82 7338 &44 13248 &74 2,274 445 74033 470 1874524 72
Single {or lone) person househaolds 004 288 2507 293 4754 294 4594 283 3132 274 5736 203 1142 324 31,949 289 £20778 238
Group households 1332 38 258 3 T6h 4T B55 34 B9& 79 &17 31 109 31 4531 41109004 42
Family composition
Couple family without children 0759 443 2489 421 4346 398 5187 459 2995 398 4554 484 1142 493 33L72 LAD% 09524 364
Couple family with children 8,751 36 2041 362 4034 37 4083 362 2862 381 4348 321 73 308 26,532 355% 887358 457
One parent fomily 4462 184 178 198 2346 217 1884 167 1546 208 2449 1|1 424 183 14,320 189% 310,506 1460
Other family 32 13 07 18 %9 15 138 12 96 13 188 14 38 14 1048 14% 32438 17
Homelessness
Homeless persons per 10,000 population 2011 362 -- I3 - &62 - 362 - 955 - 399 - 228 -- 469 -- 397 -
Homeless persons per 10,000 population 2014 484 -- 20 -- e - 18.4 -- 1036 -- 454 -- 380 -- 515 -- 50.4 -
Homeless persons 2016 444 - 73 -- 309 -- 7 - ] - 230 -- 34 -- 1,494 -- 37492 -

Sources: Australion Bureaw of Statistics 2016 Census of Population and Housing Guick Stats; Cstimating Homelessness 2074 ABS Cat Mo, 2049.0.
Factsheet prepared by Social Futures. For enquires and comments please contact sectordevelopment@socialfutures.org.au 1800 719 625.

DISCLAIMLR: This material is made available by Social Futures on the understanding that users exercise their own skill and care with respect to its use. Any representation, statement, opinicn ar advice expressed or implied in this puklication
is made in good foith. Social Futures is not lialzle to any person or entity taking or not taking action in respect of any representation, statement, opinicn or advice referred to obove. This fact sheet waos produced by Social Futures and does
not neceszarily represent the views of the Australion or New Scuth Wales Gowvemrents, their officers, employees or agents.
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