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Social Futures supports innovative rough sleeping survey 

for Byron Shire  

Social Futures is joining with leading community organisations to make Byron Shire 

the first regional community in NSW to launch a state-wide project aimed at tackling rough 

sleeping. 

During Connections Week, from November 16-20, a team of trained volunteers will head out 

into areas in the Shire known for rough sleeping to meet with homeless people to gather 

information about their needs and better understand their situation.   

“Despite its reputation for affluence, Byron Shire is home to some of the most vulnerable 

members of our community – and many are sleeping rough,” said Social Futures CEO Tony 

Davies.  

“This survey will let us hear directly from rough sleepers, learn their experiences and start to 

provide the kinds of support that can make an impact,” he said, 

The survey follows a similar count held in Sydney in November 2019 by the End Street 

Sleeping Collaboration (ESSC), a collection of leading NGOs and Sydney Council.  

The count aims to build a By Name List – a comprehensive database of people experiencing 

homelessness that will allow service providers and policymakers to tailor their approaches to 

local needs. 

The questions and methodology used in the survey were established by the Institute of 

Global Homelessness (IGH), which aims to end street homelessness around the world.   

Last year NSW became the first state and Sydney the tenth city to sign up to the IGH’s 

Vanguard City program with a commitment to halve street homelessness across the state by 

2025. 

”Social Futures has been delivering increased homelessness outreach services in the 
Northern Rivers as part of the government’s commitment to cut rough sleeping in half,” said 
Mr Davies. 
 
“This survey puts people at the centre and works to build a complete picture of rough 
sleeping, which is vital in informing Government policy and supporting services like ours to 
bring people out of homelessness,”  Mr Davies said. 

 

ENDS 

 



                                                          

                                                          
 

 

  

 

Social Futures is the business name of the Northern Rivers Social Development Council, Ltd. ACN: 612 367 192 
 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land where we live and work and their continuing connection to land, water,  

sea and community. We pay respects to Australia’s First Peoples, to their unique and diverse cultures, and to Elders past, present and future. 

 

MEDIA RELEASE: 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For more on Connections Week- Byron Shire visit:  

www.acttoendstreetsleeping.org/connections-week-byron-2020 

Media enquiries: Warwick Forster | Brand and Engagement Officer | 0427 556 892 | 
warwick.forster@socialfutures.org.au   
 
Interviews: For interview please call:  

Photo credit:  

Note to editors:  

1. Social Futures is a community service organisation based in Northern NSW. We 
have more than 40 years’ experience as a regional leader, advocating with the 
communities we work in; working in partnership with others; and providing services 
that promote inclusion, fairness and social justice. Our work encompasses 
homelessness and housing supports, youth and family services, programs that 
promote genuine participation for people with disability, community sector support, 
professional development, and systemic advocacy. 

2. The End Street Sleeping Collaboration – Byron Shire is made up of the following 
organisations:  Anglicare,   Byron Community Centre, NSW Department of 
Communities, Momentum Collective,  North Coast Community Housing,  Northern 
NSW Local Health District, Salvation Army, Social Futures, St Vincent De Paul, 
Tweed Byron Police, Mullumbimby District Neighbourhood Centre,  Institute of Global 
Homelessness (IGH), Mission Australia, Byron Shire Council, The Family Centre 

 

 


