14 January 2016

Media Release

Funding Extension for Reconnect Program
NRSDC is pleased to announce that NSW State Funding has been received to enable the extension
of our North Rivers Reconnect Program until 30 June 2017.
The Reconnect program assists young people aged 12-18 (12-21 for recent arrivals to Australia) to
stabilise their current living situation and improve their engagement with family. The program
aims to assist young people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness, and their families.
Reconnect uses family-focused early intervention strategies such as counselling, family mediation
and group work to help young people achieve family reconciliation, stabilise and improve their
housing, as well as improve their level of engagement with education, work, training and the
community.
The program has a team of 5 who cover different regions from Tweed to Grafton. In the last
financial year (2014-2015) 106 families were assisted by Reconnect (youth homelessness
prevention) over and above the FACS target of 91 families.
NRSDC Director, Youth and Community Connections, Nicola Garnsey says: “This program, which
helps to repair and to build trusting family relationships, has a strong emphasis on helping to
empower young people and their families. We have seen great success with this model and we are
very happy that funding for Reconnect has been extended so we can continue to provide support
for Northern Rivers families.”
For further information about the Reconnect program please contact:





Monika Obirek – Lismore/Casino: 0438 012 677 / 0417 026 585
Steve Marriot – Ballina / Byron Bay: 0429 190 210
Ayla Garlick – Tweed / Mullumbimby: 0448 559 968
Sonya Mears-Lynch – Clarence Valley: 0427 317 595

Media enquiries contact: Amanda Shoebridge, Communications and Marketing Officer
Northern Rivers Social Development Council (NRSDC). Ph. 0428 242 675
E: communications@nrsdc.org.au
End
Northern Rivers Social Development Council (NRSDC)
A community-based not-for-profit organisation that promotes fairness and social inclusion in the
Northern Rivers region of NSW.

